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Plan Requirements for  Finished
Basements

Provide 3 sets of plans showing compliance with the 2020 NYS Residential Code and the Town 
of Smithtown Zoning Regulations. Plans shall include the following: 
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BASEMENT CONVERSION

SAFETY IS OUR FIRST CONCERN

Over the years the need for additional space has made homeowners look to finish their basements for 
storage, TVs., card, or playrooms.  Some people have even placed beds in their basement.  As building 
inspectors we are looking for compliance with the New York State Building Codes and Town of 
Smithtown Zoning Codes.  Safety is our first concern.

Egress or lack of means of exit from your basement can be fatal.  It is something that cannot be ignored.  
This letter serves as a notice that a permit is required for basement conversion.  Other concerns besides 
the main one of egress are light and ventilation.  If electric and plumbing was installed, were they done 
according to the National Electric Code for electric and Residential Code of New York State for 
plumbing?  If you have enclosed your boiler room, is there enough proper air for combustion?

The following code items will apply:
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The information noted in this memo is in conjunction with our 
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